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RACING

Trainer Winson Cheng Han Yong
has made the right decision to keep
Lucky Magic in Malaysia after he
drew clear to land the RM300,000
(S$91,400) Group 1 Selangor Gold
Cup (1,600m) on Sept 14.

The young Malaysian handler
decided to skip the international
Group 3 Korea Sprint (1,200m) –
which was eventually won by Hong
Kong’s Self Improvement – at Se-
oul racecourse on Sept 7 for the
second leg of the Malaysian Triple
Crown series instead.

Cheng had earlier planned to en-
ter the Happy Baby Stable-owned
galloper in South Korea’s sprint
feature after Lucky Magic took out
the Selangor Mile (1,600m) at his
last start on July 20.

“On second thought, maybe it’s
too close, so we decided to target
him for the Gold Cup instead,” he
said.

“I love travelling, and I think he
would be good enough to travel
overseas some day.”

His new plan bore fruit, even if
the highlight race at the 11-race
meeting was marred by the fall of
three jockeys shortly after the field
of 13 began to make their turn into
the bend.

Platinum Emperor (Marc Ler-
ner) – who was sitting in fourth be-
hind leader Pacific Warrior (Jerlyn
Seow), Berry Bliss (Clyde Leck)
and Raising Sixty-One (Mohd Za-
ki) – mis-strode and fell, causing
Good Star (Khairil Zulkiflee) and
Valois (Kaidan Brewer), who were
following behind, to lose their bal-
ance and fall too.

Luckily, all three jockeys were re-
ported to be conscious after the
race. Lucky Magic, who sat one-off
the fence behind Platinum Empe-
ror, avoided the accident as Andre
da Silva swiftly brought the gelding
out wider upon Platinum Empe-
ror’s mishap.

The Mendelssohn five-year-old

swung for home with acres of land
before him in the straight. While
the Jason Ong-trained Pacific War-
rior kept going strongly on the rails
at the 300m, Lucky Magic ($16)
upped the ante and swept past
with 100m to spare.

Berry Bliss finished 3¼ lengths
away in second, while Pacific War-
rior had to settle for third another
half a length away. 2024 Selangor
Gold Cup winner Antipodean (Ber-
nardo Pinheiro) flew home for
fourth.

The winning time was 1min
35sec for the 1,600m on the long
course. 

Cheng has two big races in mind
for Lucky Magic after his third
Group 1 victory on Sunday. The
New Zealand-bred has previously
claimed the Group 1 Penang Gold
Cup (2,000m) in December 2024
and the Group 1 Perak Derby
(2,000m) in March.

“We will run him in the NZB
Ready To Run Sale Championship
in October, and then the Group 1
Piala Emas Sultan Selangor in De-
cember,” he said.

“Maybe we can look at the inter-
national races next year. I feel great
after the win. The horse has got a
big heart.

“Da Silva rode him very well. The
horse has got a bad barrier (13), but
he brought the horse in. It was a ve-
ry good ride from Andre.

“Actually, he told me the horse al-
so almost fell, and I saw that too, so
I was a bit worried. But da Silva also
said this horse was really ‘lucky’.
It’s in his name!”

The New Zealand Bloodstock
(NZB) Ready To Run Sale Cham-
pionship (1,400m) will be run on
Oct 12 while the Piala Emas Sultan
Selangor (2,000m) – the third and
final leg of the Triple Crown series
– will be held on Dec 7.

Leading Brazilian jockey da Silva
won on Noah Khan in the first leg,
the Group 1 Tunku Gold Cup
(1,200m) on March 16, and the Siva
Kumar-trained seven-year-old also

ran on Sept 14, but finished a neck-
second to Thunderous in the
RM62,000 Tabcorp Trophy
(1,200m) earlier.

Trained by Simon Dunderdale,
the son of Written Tycoon was rid-
den by visiting jockey Brewer
when he sprang a $103 major upset
in that Supreme A event.

Brewer, who was at his first Ma-
laysian meeting, got off the mark at
his second ride. He finished sixth
on Intrepid behind debut winner
Irish Goodbye ($107) in the

RM45,000 Malaysia Day Trophy, a
Class 4B event (1,400m) one race
earlier. 

The young South African, who
was booked on five rides from
Dunderdale, was grateful to his
sponsors, Dunderdale and Peter
Lee, owner of Buffalo Stable. 

“Thank you to Mr Dunderdale,
and also to Peter. They’re very sup-
portive of me and made the whole
process (of coming over) possible. I
really appreciate it,” said the Jo-
hannesburg-based jockey to race

caller Devon Pretorius.
“This horse has lots of guts today.

He was a bit far off, and I could feel
him plugging away with every
stride and pegging them back. I got
them on the line.

“I’m just ecstatic about this one
since this is my first day here.
Lovely to start off with a bang, and
I hope it can grow from here.”

New apprentice Farhan Ghazali
also got off to a flying start in Se-
langor when he opened his ac-
count on his first ride in the

RM62,000 UK Stable (Thailand)
Trophy (1,200m).

The 25-year-old Kelantan-born
hoop, cousin of 2023 champion ap-
prentice jockey Nuqman Rozi, was
astride debutant Banker’s Princess
($60), trained by his master trainer
Johnny Lim Boon Thong.

“First ride, first winner, good for
him. He’s a hard-working boy,” Lim
said of Farhan, who came under
him since 2022.
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HOME IS WHERE THINGS GET LUCKY

The Winson Cheng Han Yong-trained Lucky Magic (Andre da Silva) pulling away to a convincing win in the Group 1 Selangor Gold Cup (1,600m) on Sept 14. That was the

Mendelssohn five-year-old galloper’s third Group 1 victory after the 2024 Penang Gold Cup (2,000m) and the 2025 Perak Derby (2,000m). PHOTO: SELANGOR TURF CLUB

Plans for overseas races shelved, trainer
Cheng’s 5YO takes out third Malaysian G1 

Sharon Zhang

DONCASTER – Scandinavia turned
out to be the best of Aidan
O’Brien’s trio in the £700,000
(S$1.22 million) Group 1 English St
Leger (2,900m) at Doncaster on
Sept 13, demonstrating the
strength and depth of his stamina
in the gruelling final Classic of the
season.

A winner of his maiden at his
three-year-old reappearance at
Navan, Ireland on May 17, Scandi-
navia found the re-opposing
Carmers – trained by Paddy Two-
mey – too strong at his next start in
the Group 2 Queen’s Vase
(2,800m) at Ascot on June 18. 

With cheekpieces applied for the

first time, the four-year-old son of
Justify was an easy 8½-length
winner at Newmarket’s Group 3
Bahrain Trophy (2,600m) on July
10, before defeating more experi-
enced runners in the Group 1 Good-
wood Cup (3,200m) on July 29 at
his second-last start.

Irish master trainer O’Brien also
saddled two other runners, dual
Derby hero Lambourn and one-
time winner Stay True, in the Don-
caster feature, but it was Scandina-
via who had proven stamina over
his six rivals. 

Ridden by Tom Marquand, Scan-
dinavia was always prominent be-
hind leader Lambourn (Sean Lev-

ey) and began to excel in the stami-
na test during the closing two fur-
longs. 

Both the Roger Varian-trained
Rahiebb (Ray Dawson) and Stay
True (Mickael Barzalona) came
with a strong late run, but Scandi-
navia ($17) always remained in
control. Eventually, he scored a
neck win over Rahiebb, while sta-
blemate Stay True came in third.

The British jockey, who finished
second on Scandinavia in a Maiden
Stakes (1,600m) in August 2024,
was ecstatic after the win.

“He’s got the most beautiful tem-
perament. Chatting to Aidan, Ryan
(Moore) and Wayne (Lordan), it

was reiterated that he was just so
straightforward,” said Marquand to
ITV Racing.

“He was tough there, the
ground’s hard work. He fended all
his rivals off and I’m so lucky to be

aboard today. To be aboard for Bal-
lydoyle and Coolmore is special.

“I thought he’d be a lovely staying
type when I rode him at two, and
we got beat on that day. He’s an ex-
tremely special horse and it’s a

privilege to ride him today.
“Doncaster is fantastic, it’s nice

to win a St Leger with a few people
here, it was a bit quiet last time!”

O’Brien was pleased with Scan-
dinavia after he secured his second
Group 1 victory.

“We’re delighted. He’s hardy,
Tom gave him a great ride,” said the
winning trainer.

“He stays very well, we were a lit-
tle worried when the ground came
on the slower side. He’s a lovely
horse that is going to stay well. 

“He’s a typical Justify; He’s very
genuine, has big strides, the better
the ground, the better you’ll see
him. He’d have no problem coming
back to a mile and a half.

“He’s in the Melbourne Cup, so
it’s a possibility. He needs to get
scanned to see if he’s eligible then
we’ll see.” 

Scandinavia is entered in the
Group 1 Melbourne Cup (3,200m)
at Flemington on Nov 4, and could
be punted down to favouritism in
“the race that stops a nation” on
the back of his St Leger triumph.
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O’Brien’s Scandinavia all
class in English St Leger

The Aidan O’Brien-trained four-year-old Scandinavia (Tom Marquand) holding off

Rahiebb (Ray Dawson, yellow cap) by a neck to capture the Group 1 English St Leger

(2,900m) in an exciting finish at Doncaster on Sept 13. PHOTO: RACING AND SPORTS


